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This course will explore the forces that have shaped our education system 
over time. The current education system has been influenced by evolving 
philosophies of education, alongside key historical, sociological, ideological, 
political, and economic forces.  

 
All applications must be received by Thursday 25 January 2024. You will 
receive a response to your application by Monday 4 February 2024. 
 
Please contact the Programme Secretary courses@u3adunedin.org.nz, phone 
467 2594 with any queries. 
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History of Education in New Zealand 
 
 

22 February The beginning: from the first missionary schools in 1816 to 
the mid-20th Century 
-Dr Hugh Morrison, Associate Professor, University of Otago, 
College of Education 
 

29 February History of tertiary education: A brief history of university 
education in New Zealand  
-Gregor Macaulay, Educational Researcher 
 
The history of polytechnics and technical institutions 
-Marc Doesburg, Former Director, Global Engagement, Otago 
Polytechnic 
 

7 March Curriculum history 
-Dr Lester Flockton, Dunedin based Education Specialist 
 

14 March Mid 20th century education: The strengths and challenges 
for schools from the 70’s to the present 
-Robyne Selbie, Retired School Principal 
-Dr Cathy Wylie, New Zealand Council for Educational 
Research 
 

21 March 1980’s – 1990’s reforms 
-Dr Lester Flockton, Dunedin based Education Specialist 
 
Historical, social and political forces that shaped 
assessment landscapes and led to NCEA 
-Dr Rose Hipkins, Chief Researcher, New Zealand Council for 
Educational Research 
 

28 March  Decolonisation and education 
-Dr Kim Brown, Senior Lecturer University of Otago, College of 
Education 
 
A 60-year adventure in education 
-Steve Hayward, Former School Principal and Review Officer, 
Educational Review Office  
 

 
 


